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Abstract. We have extensively monitored the Luminous Blue Variable AG Car (HD 94910) spectroscopically.
Our data cover the years 1989 to 1999. In this period, the star underwent almost a full S Dor cycle from visual
minimum to maximum and back. Over several seasons, up to four months of almost daily spectra are available.
Our data cover most of the visual spectral range with a high spectral resolution (A/AX & 20000). This allows
us to investigate the variability in many lines on time scales from days to years. The strongest variability occurs
on a time scale of years. Qualitatively, the variations can be understood as changes of the effective temperature
and radius, which are in phase with the optical light curve. Quantitatively, there are several interesting deviations
from this behaviour, however. The Balmer lines show P Cygni profiles and have their maximum strength (both
in equivalent width and line flux) after the peak of the optical light curve, at the descending branch of the light
curve. The line-width during maximum phase is smaller than during minimum, but it has a local maximum close
to the peak of the visual light curve. We derive mass-loss rates over the cycle from the Ha line and find the
highest mass loss rates (log M /(Mg yr~') ~ —3.8, about a factor of five higher than in the minimum, where we
find log M /(Mg yr=') = —4.5) after the visual maximum. Line-splitting is very commonly observed, especially
on the rise to maximum and on the descending branch from maximum. The components are very long-lived
(years) and are probably unrelated to similar-looking line-splitting events in normal supergiants. Small apparent
accelerations of the components are observed. The change in radial velocity could be due to successive narrowing
of the components, with the absorption disappearing at small expansion velocities first. In general, the line-
splitting is more likely the result of missing absorption at intermediate velocities than of excess absorption at
the velocities of the components. The Hel lines and other lines which form deep in the atmosphere show the
most peculiar variations. The Hel lines show a central absorption with variable blue- and red-shifted emission
components. Due to the variations of the emission components, the Hel lines can change their line profile from a
normal P Cyg profile to an inverse P Cyg-profile or double-peak emission. In addition, very broad (£1500 kms™")
emission wings are seen at the strongest Hel lines of AG Car. At some phases, a blue-shifted absorption is also
present. The central absorption of the Hel lines is blue-shifted before and red-shifted after maximum. Possibly,
we directly see the expansion and contraction of the photosphere. If this explanation is correct, the velocity of
the continuum-forming layer is not dominated by expansion but is only slightly oscillating around the systemic
velocity.
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1. Introduction

The Luminous Blue Variables (LBVs) are a small group
of hot and massive stars, characterized by pronounced
variability on time-scales of years. Smaller variations at
shorter timescales from weeks to months are also observed.

Send offprint requests to: O. Stahl,
e-mail: 0.Stahl@lsw.uni-heidelberg.de

* Based on observations collected at the European Southern
Observatory at La Silla, Chile.

The LBVs are also known as S Dor variables after one of
their prototypes objects. A few members of this group,
such as 7 Car and P Cyg, have shown so-called giant out-
bursts. More common are less extreme, but still very spec-
tacular variations in spectral type (and Teg) and bright-
ness. The timescale of these variations is of the order of
years and the typical amplitude in V' is 1-3 magnitudes.
The corresponding changes in spectral type are typically
from late O- to intermediate A-supergiants. We will call
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these variations S Dor cycles in the following, in order to
distinguish them from the rare giant outbursts.

During S Dor cycles, the color of the stars becomes
redder with increasing visual brightness (van Genderen
1979), indicating lower temperature at maximum. The
spectra behave in a similar way: the stars typically show
A-supergiant spectra at visual maximum (Stahl & Wolf
1982), while at minimum the spectra indicate B super-
giants or late Of/WN stars. At all phases, the spectra
show evidence for strong mass-loss. The more luminous
objects seem to be hotter than the less luminous ones
(Wolf 1989). This means that they populate at minimum
an inclined instability strip in the Hertzsprung-Russell di-
agram, while at maximum they line up at the same tem-
perature, but at different luminosities (Wolf 1989). The
variations seem to occur at roughly constant bolometric
magnitude (van Genderen 1979; Stahl et al. 1983; Viotti
et al. 1984; Shore et al. 1996). Since the bolometric cor-
rection at maximum is very small, this means that the
amplitude in visual light is a measure of the bolometric
correction at minimum.

The constancy of bolometric luminosity implies strong
changes in radius and temperature over the S Dor cy-
cle. The reason for this radius increase is still unclear.
While it has been suggested that the observed increase in
the mass-loss rate during visual maximum (Wolf et al.
1981) changes the apparent stellar radius and effective
temperature sufficiently to account for this (Wolf et al.
1981; Davidson 1987), it was found later that the ob-
served mass-loss rates are far too low (Leitherer et al.
1989; de Koter et al. 1996; de Koter 1997) to explain the
radius changes, at least for the “normal” S Dor maxima.
It is even not clear that an increase in mass-loss rate is
a general property of S Dor maxima (Stahl et al. 1990;
Leitherer et al. 1994; Leitherer 1997). A sub-photospheric
mechanism seems to be required to produce the radius in-
crease. Candidates for this mechanism are e.g. cyclic out-
bursts during a phase of dynamical instability (Stothers
& Chin 1995; Stothers 1999) or “pulsation-triggered LBV
eruptions” (Guzik et al. 1998). While the first mechanism
is consistent with the observed time scales of years to
decades (Stothers & Chin 1995), the second possibility
does not currently predict a time scale. We consider that
the cause of LBV cycles is still unclear.

The main problem with observational studies of LBVs
are the long time scales involved and the scarcity of bright
objects suitable for detailed long-term studies. AG Car
(HD 94910) — a galactic object with a visual magnitude
between 6 and 8 — is relatively bright and possibly the LBV
best suited for such a study. In contrast to P Cyg, which
is the visually brightest LBV, it has been very active in
recent decades. The well-known spectacular object n Car
is also very bright, but it is not representative of its group.
Therefore, as the brightest active LBV, AG Car is the
prototype object for LBVs.

The star AG Car has been the subject of several de-
tailed studies. A century of photometric observations of
AG Car was investigated by van Genderen et al. (1997).

One of the last maxima, which occurred in the early
1980’s, has been studied by Wolf & Stahl (1982) and
Whitelock et al. (1983). Leitherer et al. (1994) studied
in detail the early phase of the present maximum, which
started in the late 1980’s. Recent photometry was pre-
sented by Spoon et al. (1994). A spectroscopic study of
the minimum phase around 1985 was published by Stahl
(1986). The spectra of AG Car in 1985 resembles the
Ofpe/WN9 stars. The reddening has been determined
from IUE spectra to Eg_y = 0.65 (Shore et al. 1996).
This results in a luminosity of L = 105%%2 L, (Shore et al.
1996; Leitherer et al. 1994) when a distance of 6 4+ 1 kpc
(Humphreys et al. 1989; Hoekzema et al. 1992) is used.
Schulte-Ladbeck et al. (1994) presented spectropolarime-
try of AG Car and found evidence for an axisymmetric
stellar wind.

AG Car is surrounded by a well-known ring nebula
(Thackeray 1950, 1977), which is probably the remnant
of previous mass-loss events. Its morphology and kine-
matic properties have been studied in detail by Nota et al.
(1995). A detailed abundance analysis of the nebula was
published by Smith et al. (1997).

Despite these numerous studies of AG Car, no detailed
spectroscopic study of the full activity cycle exists. The
present paper intends to fill this gap.

2. Observations

AG Car was observed with several different echelle spec-
trographs and several telescopes at ESO, La Silla, from
1989, January to 1999, August. In the years 1989-1992
only snapshot observations were taken. The maximum
phase between 1993 and 1999 is covered by yearly monitor-
ing campaigns, each spanning several months. The epochs
of observations and instruments used are summarized in
Tables 1 and 2.

Most of the observations were obtained with the fiber-
linked echelle spectrographs FLASH (Mandel 1988) and its
modified version HEROS (Stahl et al. 1996), which were
built at the Landessternwarte Heidelberg. These instru-
ments were mainly used at the ESO 50 cm telescope, but
for a few shorter runs also at the ESO 1.52 m and 2.2 m
telescopes. Further observations with significantly better
S/N and resolution were carried out with FEROS (Kaufer
et al. 2000), also built at the Landessternwarte. This in-
strument was used at the ESO 1.52 m telescope during
the commissioning phase and in the guaranteed observ-
ing time. In addition, a few spectra have been obtained
with the CASPEC echelle spectrograph at the 3.6 m ESO
telescope.

In addition to these spectra, a few spectra obtained
with the CEs-Instrument at the CAT-telescope at ESO,
La Silla and at the Brazilian National Observatory (LNA)
have been used. The spectra used are listed in Table 3.
For more details about these spectra see Leitherer et al.
(1994).

In the FLASH configuration, a spectral range of about
2700 A was observed in one exposure. With the setting of
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Table 1. Summary of FLASH, HEROS and FEROS observations.

Instr. Telescope Sp. MJD dates
Frase  ESO 50 cm 1 48822

Frasg  ESO 50 cm, 2.2 m 93 49016-49139
Frasg  ESO 50 cm 50 49386-49534
Heros ESO 50 cm 43 49749-49871
Heros ESO 50 cm 20  50105-50245
Heros ESO 50 cm, 1.52 m 37 50449-50565
FEros ESO 1.52m 18 51135-51198
Heros ESO 50 cm 13 51301-51365
FEros ESO 1.52 m 4 51372-51392

the spectrograph used, the H§ and HeiA6678 lines could
be observed with one exposure, i.e. the spectral range cov-
ered the wavelengths from 4050 A to 6780 A. HEROS is a
modified version of FLASH, where a beam splitter is used
to divide the beam after the echelle grating into two chan-
nels, each with its own cross-disperser, camera and CCD
detector. The red channel is identical to the FLASH instru-
ment. The two spectral ranges of the HEROS configuration
cover the range from 3450 A to 5560 A in the blue chan-
nel and from 5820 A to 8620 A in the red channel. The
spectral resolution is about 20000 for both FLASH and
HEROS. The S/N-ratio of our spectra strongly depends on
the wavelength and is lowest in the blue spectral range.
For AG Car we typically used an exposure time of one
to two hours for FLASH and HEROS with the ESO 50 ¢cm
telescope. In good conditions, a S/N-ratio of at about 100
is reached in the red spectral range.

The FEROS spectra cover the spectral range from
about 3600 A to 9200 A in 39 orders. The spectral res-
olution of FEROS is about 48000. The S/N is much
higher than for the FLASH and HEROS spectra. It depends
strongly on wavelength and is highest in the red spectral
region. The typical exposure times were about 10 min.

The CASPEC observations are summarized in Table 2.
The data have been obtained in different settings and with
different detectors available at the time of observation.

For all instruments, a built-in high-temperature incan-
descent lamp and a ThAr lamp were used to obtain flat-
field and wavelength-calibration exposures, respectively.

All spectra were reduced with ESO-Midas. The
CASPEC spectra were reduced with the standard echelle
package of ESO-Midas (Ponz & Brinks 1986). For the
FrLASsH and HEROS spectra a modified version of this pack-
age (Stahl et al. 1993) was used. The FEROS package
(Stahl et al. 1999), also running within ESO-Midas, was
used for the reduction of the FEROS spectra.

In the monitoring programs, the star was observed in
intervals of at least once per week and up to once per night
in some seasons. In these runs, the sampling is sufficiently
dense to cover variations with time scales of a few days.

Our data cover most of the last maximum phase of
AG Car. The lightcurve of AG Car is shown in Fig. 1.
It has been constructed from visual observations of am-
ateur observers that have been published by the RASNZ
(Bateson 1988-2000). Although these observations are not

Table 2. Summary of CASPEC observations. The spectral res-
olution is about 20 000.

Spectral range MJD date
3900-4900 A 47549
3800-5300 A 48285
3900-5300 A 48609
3800-5300 A 49342
3600-5000 A 50771
5400-6700 A 50771

Table 3. Summary of CES and LNA observations. The spectra
cover the region around Ha with a spectral resolution of 60 000
and 8000, respectively.

MJD date instrument Number of spectra
48469 CEs 1
48624 CEs 2
48698 CES 2
48757 CEs 3
49132 CEs 2
48247 LNa 1
48483 LNa 1
48557 LNa 1
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Fig. 1. Lightcurve of AG Car as derived from the observations
published in the circular of RASNZ (Bateson 1988-2000). The
dates and ranges, where spectroscopic observations have been
obtained, are marked.

of photoelectric quality, we used them since this is the
most complete photometric dataset available. The dates
of our spectroscopic observations are marked in the fig-
ure. It can be seen that the spectra cover most of the
maximum phase of the recent S Dor cycle of AG Car.

Part of the data discussed in this paper have already
been presented at several meetings (Stahl 1997, 1998,
2001).

3. Long-term variability
3.1. Variability of effective temperature and radius

For the following discussion of the spectral variability, it
is useful to have an estimate of effective temperature and
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radius over the S Dor cycle for all dates. This informa-
tion can be extracted from the lightcurve, if we assume a
constant bolometric luminosity (Viotti et al. 1984; Shore
et al. 1996).

We follow the procedure of Schmutz (1997), who used
two theoretical models to calibrate empirically the rela-
tion of the astrophysical flux in the V-band to the effec-
tive temperature. The relation implicitly assumes that the
bolometric luminosity is constant for all models. With this
relation, the temperature and radius can be computed for
any given visual magnitude. Schmutz (1997) used only two
models to calibrate the relation and therefore could only
derive a linear relation. Since both models were relatively
hot, the relation cannot be expected to work very well for
cooler models. Using additional models (see below), we
refined the relation by including a non-linear term.

log Fis55 = —53.10 + 21.83 log T — 2.37 (log T)?. (1)

Here Fsss5 is the astrophysical flux emitted at 5555 A
expressed in erg cm ™2 57! Hz~! and T is in K. The relation
is valid approximately for 3.9 < logT < 4.4 and only for
AG Car. In particular, we note that the derived fluxes are
a function of the mass-loss rate and the adopted velocity
law. Therefore, we get different Fi555 values for the same
temperature but different mass-loss rates (see Sect. 4).
The given relation results from a least squares fit to the
model results.

Figure 2 illustrates the dramatic changes of T.g and
R, over the S Dor cycle. The radius varies from about
50 to 500 Rg and the effective temperature from about
26 000 to 8000 K.

The result is not strongly dependent on this calibration
of Eq. (1), however. We calculated the effective tempera-
ture and radius also by using the black-body approxima-
tion to compute the astrophysical flux. We then obtain
quite similar results. It should be noted that the bolomet-
ric luminosity of LBVs is possibly not completely constant
during maximum. Lamers (1995) found that the bolomet-
ric luminosity decreases slightly during maximum. A pos-
sible reason for this drop in the star’s luminosity is the
work needed to lift the outer layers. This change in My,
is neglected here.

3.2. Change of spectral appearance

As expected from the very remarkable change in Teg, the
spectroscopic changes are very strong. This is illustrated
for selected parts of the spectrum in Fig. 3. In general, the
spectral evolution of the star follows the lightcurve very
closely. At minimum, the spectrum resembles Ofpe/WN9
stars (Stahl 1986), with HeltA\4686 in emission and many
Her lines showing P Cygni profiles (Figs. 3b and c¢).
Forbidden emission lines of [Fel11] are also present at min-
imum brightness (Fig. 3a).

Hert\4686 and the forbidden [Ferrl] lines disappear
very rapidly after the onset of the rise to maximum. In
this phase, the spectral appearance is very similar to the
spectrum of P Cyg (Stahl et al. 1993), i.e. the spectral
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Fig.2. Radius and effective temperature versus date for
AG Car computed from the photometric data (Bateson
1988-2000) given in Fig. 1. For details see text.

type is early B. About one magnitude above minimum
brightness, [Fer1] lines become visible (Fig. 3a). Her lines
are already quite weak at that brightness. [NIIJA5755 is
also seen at intermediate brightness levels.

Close to maximum, the spectrum is dominated by lines
of singly ionized metals, especially by Fell and Tiil lines.
The spectrum resembles an early-A hypergiant, but with
much stronger emission. It is very similar to the maximum
spectrum of other LBVs, e.g. S Dor (Leitherer et al. 1985).
Most of the metal lines also show pronounced P Cygni
profiles. The only exception is MgiiA4481, which shows
a weak P Cygni profile near minimum light, but only a
very strong absorption feature appears around maximum.
Close to the visual maximum, the NaiAA5890, 5895 reso-
nance doublet also shows a clear P Cygni profile. At the
very peak of the visual light curve, the lines from other
singly ionized metals — more temperature sensitive than
the Ferr lines, e.g. Cri1 and Till — also become strong.
After the maximum the evolution is reversed. Crir and TiIr
lines disappear first, later on also the Fell lines. While the
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Fig. 3. Long-term spectral changes in the region around the [Fer]A\4244, 4277, 4287 lines [panel a)], He1A4471 line [panel b)],
and Hel1A4686 line [panel c)]. MJD of the observations, the scale of the normalized flux and the estimated visual brightness of
the star at the given MJD are also indicated.
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Fig. 4. Re-appearing of the high-velocity wind in the Het\6678
line and simultaneous weakening of the low-velocity absorption
in 1999. Numbers indicate the MJD of the exposure. Dashed
lines represent the continuum level.

visual brightness declines, the [FelI] lines become visible
and later, about one magnitude below maximum, the Hel
lines with strong P Cyg profiles appear again. The spec-
tral appearance of the star becomes similar to the spectra
observed about one magnitude below maximum on the
rising branch.

The re-appearance of the HelA6678 feature is very
spectacular. The “un-shifted” absorption component of
the double peaked profile disappears rapidly (between
MJD = 51373 and 51393, Fig. 4). The re-appearance of
Hen\4686 after maximum has not been observed in our
spectra. This is not surprising, since the star was still far
from minimum.

Overall, the observations indicate that the visual
brightness is a good indicator of the effective tempera-
ture of the expanded photosphere during maximum. The
excitation and ionization of the stellar-wind lines follow
the visual brightness very closely.

One of the peculiarities of the maximum spectra is that
the Hel lines never disappear completely. While they show
typical P Cyg profiles around minimum, they have very
peculiar profiles at the bright phases of the star. They ap-
pear to show two absorption components — one of them
sometimes red-shifted — and a central emission compo-
nent or two emission components. Examples are shown in
Fig. 20. MgniA4481 shows similar profiles during phases of
intermediate brightness.

3.3. Stellar-wind velocity

The systemic velocity vsys is needed to convert the mea-
sured velocities to the rest frame of the star. For AG Car,
this quantity is also of special interest, since it has been
used for an estimate of its kinematic distance (Humphreys
et al. 1989). Since the distance of AG Car is very im-
portant for the interpretation of all observations, we re-
derived the systemic velocity from our spectra.

AG Car

18 | [NII]5755

normalized flux

velocity [km/s]

Fig. 5. The line profile of [N11]JA5755 for various phases.

Unfortunately, the systemic velocity is difficult to mea-
sure accurately from a complicated emission spectrum
such as the spectrum of AG Car. As a forbidden line,
[N1]A5755 is not affected by absorption and it is very
symmetric. Therefore it may be the line best suited for
the determination of the systemic velocity. It forms at
relatively high densities and therefore does not originate
in the nebula but probably in the outer stellar wind.
Using a laboratory wavelength of 5754.57 A (Bowen 1960)
for this line, we determined a heliocentric radial velocity
from our FEROS spectra (taken after maximum) of about
943 kms~!. This line is also weakly present on our FLASH
spectra taken before maximum, where it gives the same
value for veys, but it falls in the gap between both channels
in the HEROS spectra. The profile of this line is shown in
Fig. 5.

The forbidden [Fel1] lines can also be used to derive
the systemic velocity. These lines are also not affected
by P Cygni absorption and are relatively symmetric (see
Fig. 6). They are broader and weaker than [NIIJA5755,
however, and partly affected by blends. We find a helio-
centric radial velocity of about 10 kms~! from the bisector
of these lines.

In addition, we used the HeltA4686 line, and a num-
ber of Feir, Ferir, Alit and Mgl lines which have weak
absorption components, to check this value. All these
lines are consistent with a heliocentric systemic velocity
of 10 & 5 kms~!. The fitting of the Ha line, however, fa-
vors a higher systemic velocity of about 20 kms™! (see
Sect. 4). In the following we will assume a systemic veloc-
ity of 10 kms~! for AG Car.

A heliocentric systemic velocity of 2042 kms~?!, based
on measurement of the nebula and on the emission com-
ponents of P Cygni profiles was used by Humphreys et al.
(1989) to derive a kinematic distance of 6.4-6.9 kpc. Our
value for the systemic velocity of 10 kms~! favors a
smaller distance of about 56 kpc, but it is still compatible
with the distance estimate of 6 kpc derived by Humphreys
et al. (1989) and Hoekzema et al. (1992).
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indicated.

Since the forbidden lines form at large distances from
the star, the terminal stellar wind velocity vs, can be
derived from the width of these lines, assuming that the
lines form in the stellar wind. Since the [Feli] lines are flat-
topped (Fig. 6), they are likely to be formed in a region
of constant outflow velocity, i.e. their width directly mea-
sures the terminal velocity of the wind. Unfortunately, the
[Fen1] lines appear only at intermediate brightness levels.
We find an expansion velocity of about 200 kms~—! both
before and after maximum from these lines. Since the [Feli]
lines are seen only for a limited time, they cannot be used
to measure the terminal velocity at minimum and maxi-
mum. The [Fem] lines, which appear at minimum, seem
to have a complex profile (Fig. 6) and are therefore un-
suitable for the determination of the stellar wind velocity.

The standard way to determine the stellar wind ve-
locity is by measuring the blue edge of strong resonance
lines with P Cyg profiles. Unfortunately, there are no res-
onance lines in the optical range which we could use for
this purpose. Therefore we used the Balmer lines, which
have strong absorption components. Since these lines of-
ten have no well defined blue edge, this measurement gives
a lower limit to v. The absorption is not strong enough
at large expansion velocities. The absorption is not black,
so that this measurement can be affected by turbulence in
the wind (Prinja et al. 1990). In this case, the edge veloc-
ity can be lower than vs.. Also, since the Balmer lines fre-
quently show split absorption components, measurements
of the edge velocity are difficult (Figs. 7 and 11).

Using the Hf profiles we find that the approximate
edge velocity is —290 kms~! during minimum and about
—140 kms™! during maximum (Fig. 7). With vss =
10 kms~!, the corresponding expansion velocities are 300
and 150 kms™!, respectively. During maximum, the edge
velocity does not show pronounced variations. After the
initial decrease from its higher value in minimum, the edge
velocity of the Balmer lines is almost constant and basi-

AG Car
51392

10

normalized flux

velocity [km/s]

Fig. 7. Variability of the HS line over the full S Dor cycle.
While the edge velocity is clearly variable, the edge is not well
defined and difficult to measure exactly.

cally independent of visual brightness. This is true for a
range of at least one magnitude in visual brightness. After
the maximum, the edge velocity even appears to decrease
significantly. Only a high velocity component extends to
the velocity observed at maximum (Fig. 11, spectrum la-
beled 51393).

Another possible way to estimate v, is to measure the
FWHM of strong emission lines and to assume that the
ratio of FWHM to v is constant with time. If this ratio
can be calibrated, the measurement of the FWHM can
be used to measure the variations of v... This approach
has been used by Leitherer et al. (1994). In Fig. 16a the
FWHM of Ha is plotted versus time. It can be seen that
the FWHM of the line peaks during the rise to maximum
and then starts to decline. The line width does not show
a clear correlation with the edge velocity.

The Balmer lines have strong and very broad emission
wings, which extend to more than #1500 kms~! from line
center (Fig. 11). Such wings were first found for LBVs in
P Cygni by Bernat & Lambert (1978). These wings are
explained by scattering of line photon by free electrons in
the stellar wind. In this model, the large line width re-
flects the high thermal velocities of the electrons (due to
the small electron mass) and does not correspond to bulk
motion of the gas. In order to produce strong emission
wings, a strong emission-line core is needed. It is there-
fore surprising that at some phases, in particular dur-
ing rise to maximum, also very weak Hel emission-lines
have emission wings of considerable strength. A striking
example is shown in Fig. 8. We note that similar wings
to Hel lines were reported by Stahl et al. (1983) for the
LBV R 127 of the LMC, also during the initial rise to
maximum. Although the interpretation as electron scat-
tering wings is not obvious for these Hel lines, we still be-
lieve that this is the most likely explanation. It requires,
however, that the line photons producing these wings are
almost completely scattered in the wings, i.e. the electron
scattering optical depth must be very high.
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Fig. 8. Strong emission line wings around the HelA5876 line in
the spectrum of AG Car taken during the rise to maximum.
The wings extend to about 1500 kms™' from line center. The
numbers denote the date of exposure in MJD.

3.4. Absorption-line splitting

Absorption-line splitting is observed in many early-type
stars, but it is particularly pronounced in LBVs. E.g. in
R 127, three components have been observed during the
rise to maximum (Stahl et al. 1983).

In AG Car, the line splitting seems to be most pro-
nounced in the rise to maximum and later again in the
decline phase. Four absorption components have been ob-
served in the He line of AG Car by Leitherer et al. (1994)
in the early phase of the present S Dor cycle. Our observa-
tions extend over a longer time span than the observations
by Leitherer et al. (1994) and we therefore can follow the
evolution of these features in more detail. In the Ha line,
the features are seen for a period of several years. The line
splitting is not only visible in the Balmer lines but also in
other wind lines, e.g. the stronger FelI lines.

The results are summarized in Table 4. The features
have a minimum lifetime of (49139—48470) = 669 days.
They are not yet seen in MJD = 48285 (in H3) and no
longer at MJD = 49386, which means that their lifetime
is less than 1100 days. One feature in HelA6678 is even
seen much longer (see below). The velocity of the fastest
component corresponds well with the stellar wind velocity
in minimum. This is demonstrated in Fig. 9, where the
appearance of the components at the beginning of the rise
to maximum is shown. The appearance of the components
coincides with the rise from minimum (see Fig. 1).

From Table 4 and Fig. 9 it can be seen that the ve-
locities of discrete components observed in Ha and Hf,
except the main, slow component (v1), appear to increase
slightly with time. The effect is very small, however, but
the increase in vy seems to be significant.

Two components are also seen in CaltAA3933, 3968
around maximum. In Dec. 1993 they were first seen and
reached maximum strength in 1995, close to the visual
maximum light, and weakened later. The components
were not visible in Dec. 1991 and in 1999. The features

normalized flux

-400

velocity [km/s]

Fig. 9. Evolution of the absorption components in the Ha line
from 1991 to 1993. Up to four components are visible. No split-
ting was seen in HS half a year before the first spectrum in this
series. The spectra are marked with MJD. The vertical lines
mark velocities of —66, —130,—190 and —270 kms™!.

Table 4. Measured velocities of the discrete absorption compo-
nents in Ha and Hf3. Heliocentric velocities are given. A slight
increase of the expansion velocity is indicated.

MJD U1 V2 V3 V4 Ref.

48469 —119 —-176 —252 Hea, CES
48609 —66 —110 —190 —266 HpP, CASPEC
48624 —108 —184 —258 Ha, CES
48698 —114 —187 —263 Hea, CES
48757 —68 —113 —189 —264 Ha, CES
48822 —-71 —-119 -—-192 —-268 Ha, FrLAsH
49016 —67 —125 —188 —269 Ha, FLAsH
49132 —-63 —132 —200 —271 Ha, CES
49139 —-65 —132 —-188 —270 Ha, FrLAsH

Table 5. Measured velocities of the discrete absorption com-
ponents in CaltA3933. Heliocentric velocities are given. The
velocities are, with the exception of the measurement vy can,
at MJD 49342 almost constant.

MJD V1,Cann__ V2,Cailn
49342 —141 —201
49749-49871 —150 —208
50105-50245 —152 —209
50449-50565 —149 —207

here have no obvious counterpart in any other line. The
evolution of these components (vi can3933, V2,Can39ss) is
shown in Fig. 10. The velocities are summarized in Table 5.
Similar to the components in the Balmer lines, the radial
velocities are almost constant.

Line-splitting is also observed after the maximum.
Here, for most of the time, only two components are seen.
We could follow the faster component from 1996 to 1999
(at least 1287 days). The radial velocity of the fastest ab-
sorption component corresponds well with the stellar wind
velocity in maximum. This is demonstrated in Fig. 11,
where the appearance of the splitting after maximum is
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Fig. 10. Evolution of the absorption components in the line
CaliA3933 from 1993 to 1997. The lines mark velocities of —150
and —208 kms™!, respectively.
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Fig. 11. Appearance of the absorption components in the Ha
line from 1996 to 1999. In the first spectrum, taken in 1995,
no components are seen. In 1996, a separated component ap-
pears which became fainter in the following years. The ver-
tical line marks a heliocentric radial velocity of —150 kms™*.
The emission-line wings extend well beyond the spectral region

shown here. The spectra are marked with MJD.

shown. This line-splitting event was covered better by our
observations than the event at the beginning of the S Dor
cycle.

We could follow the feature in several observing sea-
sons from 1996 to 1999. Since the line components are bet-
ter separated in the metal lines than in the Balmer lines,
we show the evolution in velocity, line width, FWHM, and
equivalent of the high-velocity component of FeltA5169 in
Fig. 12. A small but significant acceleration is detected.
This acceleration is accompanied by a decrease of line
width and equivalent width. The mean profile of the line
in the years 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998/1999 is shown in
Fig. 13. This figure illustrates that the edge velocity of the
blue-shifted component (—140 kms~!) does not change.
The apparent acceleration is due to the narrowing of the
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Fig. 12. Evolution of the fast component of the FeltA5169 line
from 1996 to 1999.

line, which is apparently due to decreasing absorption at
smaller expansion velocities.

A similar effect is also seen for the main absorption
component at smaller expansion velocities. The center of
gravity for this line shifts significantly to the blue (cf.
Fig. 13). In addition, the emission component evolves into
a peculiar, roughly triangular, shape.

In the Het\6678 line, a high velocity absorption com-
ponent is seen for the whole S Dor cycle of AG Car.
It has the same velocity as the high-velocity component
seen in the Balmer lines during the phase of brighten-
ing (—265 kms™!). In Fig. 14, we show the mean FLASH
spectrum obtained in 1993 and the mean FEROS spectrum
obtained in 1998/1999. More than 2000 days are covered
by these observations and, taken together with the Ha
and Hf observations, the feature is visible for more than
3000 days. Apart from the high-velocity component, the
He1A6678 line has a stellar wind absorption component at
low velocities, an additional absorption which is almost
unshifted and an emission component.

The “un-shifted” component is particularly interest-
ing, since most other lines only show blue-shifted absorp-
tion in the wind. The Hel lines are exceptional for this
“un-shifted” absorption during maximum. We measured
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Fig. 13. Evolution of the FertA5169 line during decrease from
maximum light from 1995 to 1999. The vertical line marks a
heliocentric radial velocity of —140 kms~!. The spectra are
marked with MJD. Note that the blue-shifted absorption com-
ponent has moved towards shorter wavelengths, but the edge
velocity did not change. The main component also shifts to-
wards higher blue-shifted velocities, while becoming narrower,
and separates from the emission component.
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Fig. 14. The HetA6678 line before and after maximum. The
high velocity absorption feature is seen in both spectra and
also during the full S Dor cycle. The spectra are marked with
MJD. The vertical line marks a heliocentric radial velocity of
—265 kms~!. The line has become narrower with time, but the
change in radial velocity is marginal.

the velocity of the “un-shifted” component for the part
of the cycle, where these components are well visible and
little influenced by emission. The results are presented in
Fig. 15. The long-term trend is striking. Note that the ve-
locities are partly significantly red-shifted with respect to
the systemic velocity. The HelA5876 line shows a similar
behaviour in this component.

If the absorption features are identified with expand-
ing shells, their long lifetimes imply very large distances.
Assuming 270 kms~! for the fastest component and a life-
time of 600 days, the travel distance for a shell would be
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Fig. 15. The heliocentric radial velocity of the “un-shifted”
absorption component and the stellar wind component of
HeiA6678 during the S Dor cycle. A very long-term trend to-
wards higher velocities is visible. Superposed on this trend are
pulsation-like variations on a timescale of about two months.

20000 R, which is, depending on the stellar radius, of
the order of 100 R,.

3.5. Equivalent widths, line fluxes and line widths

Since the physical conditions in the atmosphere and wind
of AG Car change drastically during the S Dor cycle,
the equivalent widths and line widths of most lines also
show very pronounced changes. This is mainly an effect of
the changing stellar effective temperature, wind velocity
and wind density. Of particular interest are the Balmer
lines, since they are little affected by ionization changes
and their changes in equivalent width and line width may
therefore indicate changes in mass-loss rate.

The strength of the emission component of Ha was
measured by integrating from 6520 A to 6610 A. These
integration limits include the broad electron scattering
wings. The FWHM of Ha was also measured. The value
was measured directly, i.e. it is not the result of a line fit
but just the line width at half of the peak line intensity.
The result of the measurements are shown in Figs. 16a
and b. Because of the strong changes in the continuum
level, the changes in equivalent width do not directly cor-
respond to changes in the line flux. The equivalent widths
have been converted to fluxes by using the magnitudes
from Fig. 1 and assuming a constant value of V' — R = 0.5.
The data have been roughly calibrated assuming a value
of 2.2 x 1072 ergem 2571 A~! for an R-magnitude of
0.0 (Bessell 1979). Since it is known that LBVs have a
redder color during maximum, the assumption of con-
stant V' — R slightly underestimates the flux variations.
Since the equivalent widths increase during the brighten-
ing (Fig. 16b), the line fluxes changes are stronger than
the changes in equivalent width (Fig. 16¢).

The equivalent width increases during maximum, but
the peak does not coincide with the maximum brightness.
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The peak in equivalent width is reached around MJD =
50150 and the maximum emission line flux at about
MJD = 50000. The maximum visual brightness was
reached much earlier, around MJD = 49 700. Note that the
equivalent width changes of the Ha line do not follow the
changes in line width (Fig. 16). Most of the change in flux
is due to an increase of the peak flux. The FWHM changes
very strongly in the early phase of the cycle and shows only
minor changes later during maximum phase. It has a local
maximum close to the maximum visual brightness.

4. Modeling of Ha

In order to quantitatively investigate the mass-loss history
of AG Car we modeled the He line for selected phases. We
do not attempt a full spectroscopic analysis but our aim is
to get an order of magnitude estimate of the rate. We base
our computations on the Kiel code for spherically expand-
ing atmospheres (Hamann & Schmutz 1987; Wessolowski
et al. 1988) that was expanded by Schmutz (1991) to
treat line blanketing and further extended by Schaerer
& Schmutz (1994) to calculate the density structure from
self consistent hydrodynamic wind solutions with the wind
driven by radiation pressure. The full version of the model
has been applied to AG Car by Schmutz (1997), who found
that it was marginally possible to explain the wind of
AG Car by radiation pressure. Here we simplify the com-
putations by using a pre-defined velocity law instead of
a calculated hydrodynamic solution. The reason for this
approach is that it is very time consuming to perfom the
iterations for a self-consisting hydrodynamical solution. In
line with our aim to get only an estimate of the parame-
ters, the atomic model is small, consisting of five levels of
neutral hydrogen and 11 levels of neutral helium. Thus,
including the ionized states, there are 13 levels.

The basic stellar parameters, Tog and Ry, are derived
similar to Sect. 3.1, assuming a constant luminosity of L =
105 L, but, in contrast to Sect. 3.1, using the emissivity of
a black body instead of relation (1). Relation (1) was then
obtained from the fluxes predicted by these models. In
principle, we could iterate for better stellar parameters but
for the present aim, an estimate of the mass loss rate, the
additional effort is not worthwhile. As in Schmutz (1997)
we adopt the helium abundance N[He| = 0.29, resulting
from an analysis of a minimum spectra by Smith et al.
(1994). We vary the mass loss rate and the velocity law
to fit the observed H, line profile for selected dates. The
results are given in Table 6.

The profile of MJD = 48247 (December 1990) can
be reproduced satisfactorily with a [-law where 0 = 1.
A comparison with the hydrodynamically calculated law
in Schmutz (1997), that was obtained for the same date,
shows that the (-law approximates the velocity distribu-
tion around optical depth g = 0.1 but disagrees at larger
distances from the photosphere in that the (-law faster
approaches the terminal velocity. Consequently, with our
approach here we underestimate the terminal velocity. We
get 225 kms™! instead of the 280 kms~! determined by
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Fig.16. FWHM, equivalent width and emission-line flux of
Ha versus date. The visual light curve is plotted again to com-
pare the time dependencies of the data. The measured equiva-
lent widths have been converted to fluxes by using the magni-
tudes from Fig. 1. Flux units are 1072 erg cm™2s7'. In d), the
dates where models have been computed are marked by filled
symbols.

Schmutz (1997). Also the mass loss rate differs between
the two analyses because the adopted stellar parameters
are not identical: here we find logM = —4.5 whereas
Schmutz (1997) determined —4.4. The difference of the
two determinations gives a rough estimate of the accuracy
of the present mass loss determination.

The observed Ha profiles after Dec. 1990 significantly
differ in shape: their shape is much narrower, they have
P Cygni absorptions, and there are broad line wings simi-
lar to those of the Hel lines mentioned in Sect. 3.3. These
wings are only partly due to electron scattering. We in-
terpret these wings partly as remnants of the former wind
properties of AG Car that once had a higher terminal ve-
locity. Here the reality is obviously more complicated than
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our model that assumes a steady state situation. In order
to better fit the line profiles we modified the (-law and
added a term that is proportional to the radius. The ve-
locity laws are given in Egs. (2)—(4) and in Fig. 18 we
display a few selected line profile fits. In principle, if we
want to take the wind history into account we should also
allow for varying mass loss rates in the past. However, as
said already, we like to keep the modeling as simple as pos-
sible and therefore, each model is calculated with a given
mass loss rate.

The inclusion of a linear term leads to profiles that
improve the line fits considerably. In Fig. 17 we compare
the resulting line profiles using a [-law and the law of
Eq. (2). The comparison with the observations of MJD =
48822 demonstrates that the unsaturated absorption com-
ponent as well the line wings are much better fitted with
Eq. (2). It should be noted that both calculations predict
relatively strong electron scattering wings that agree well
with the observed profile. However, the electron scattering
wings extend far beyond the wavelength range shown in
Fig. 17.

The velocity laws 2—4 formally have no terminal veloc-
ity. This is in agreement with reality where the wind of a
parameter combination for a given date was not blowing
long enough to reach terminal velocity. However, the ter-
minal velocity of the 8-law term gives an estimate of the
velocity characteristics of the regions close to the photo-
sphere and therefore, this number allows an estimate of
the terminal velocity of the wind belonging to the ana-
lyzed date at least in a first approximation, similar to the
result discussed above, where the terminal velocity that
we determined for Dec. 1990 was also not far from the
observed value.

As a general result, our line profiles predict broader
P Cygni absorptions than observed. Therefore, from the
model point of view, the features that were discussed in
Sect. 3.4 as discrete absorption components are not dis-
crete absorptions but instead, the emission between them
are discrete emissions. Such emissions, or “missing absorp-
tions”, indicate lower densities at the corresponding ex-
panding velocities. It looks as if the faster wind of the
past, that we are approximating with the linear term, was
interrupted for a while or, that the wind changed abruptly
from a faster terminal velocity to a slower one, leading to
a shell of lower density between the two states.

Selected results of our model fits for a few phases are
shown in Fig. 18.

[ v =1/r) 4+ (r—1) ifr <301
v{voo(l—l/r)8+300—|—(r—301)/8 if7“>301} (2)

{»uoo(ll/r)SJr(Tl) ifr<71} (3)

YT veo (1 = 1/r)8 + 70+ (r — 71)/10 if r > 71
[ vee(I=1/r)¥+(r—1)/3 r < 151 4
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Fig.17. Ha models compared with the observations for two
velocity laws. The dash-dotted model was computed with a
B-type velocity law, while the dashed profile in addition has a
linear term as in Eq. (2). The latter velocity law produces much
stronger line wings and also fits the unsaturated absorption
much better.

Table 6. Summary of model parameters. Teg is given in 10® K
and R in solar radii. Note that v is not the terminal velocity
of the wind but only a parameter in the velocity law. “shift”
denotes the systemic velocity (in A) derived from the Ha fit.
Values marked with ' are estimated only from models com-
puted previously.

Model MJD Ty R veoe M shift Eq.

a 48247 24.06 58 225 —448 07 (=1
b 48483 1847 99 150 —4.17 0.6  Eq. (2)
c 48557 17.23 114 170 —4.30 0.6  Eq. (2)
d 48624 16.70 121 100 —4.45 0.54* Eq. (2)
1 48822 16.97 117 71 —4.53 0.54 Eq. (2)
2 49016 15.62 140 85 —4.46 0.6  Eq. (2)
3 49139 17.59 109 56 —4.54 0.5  Eq. (2)
4 49386  9.62 365 140 —4.10 04  Eq. (2)
5 49534 978 354 130 —4.05 04  Eq.(3)
6 49749 855 463 95 —3.93 0.5' Eq.(3)
7 49871 9.99 338 70 —3.95 0.5' Eq.(3)
8 50118 12.37 222 40 —3.83 0.5' Eq. (3)
9 50245 14.29 166 33 —3.80 0.5' Eq.(3)
10 50449 13.72 180 35 —4.00 045" Eq. (3)
11 50565 15.98 134 33 —4.10 045 Eq.(3)
12 51135 16.76 120 48 —4.50 0.45 Eq. (4)
13 51392 19.00 94 47 —4.50 045 Eq. (4)

5. Variability on shorter timescales
5.1. Hel lines

The most pronounced variations of AG Car on shorter
timescales are shown by the Hel lines. These lines show
a very peculiar behaviour over the S Dor cycle. During
minimum phase, the Hel lines show classical P Cyg pro-
files. During maximum phase, the profiles are much more
complicated. Dynamical spectra in the HelA6678 and
HelA5876 lines are shown in Figs. 19, 20. We selected the
HerA\6678 line for presentation of the 1993 data, since the
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Fig. 18. Selected Ha profiles and the corresponding model pro-
files. The curves are labeled with the model number given in
Table 6.

line HetA5876 is disturbed by a CCD defect in that years’
run. The HetA6678 line, on the other hand, is blended with
a line near maximum light, so that we show HerA5876 in-
stead. The blending Fell line does not contribute signifi-
cantly in 1993.

The Hel lines show a central absorption which may be
accompanied by a blue and/or a red emission component.
In addition, a blue-shifted absorption component may be
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Fig.19. Dynamical spectrum of AG Car in the HeiA6678 line
obtained in 1993. The spectra in this season were obtained on
the slow rise to maximum, but in a short phase of decreasing
brightness.

present during increase to — and decrease from maximum
(Figs. 20, 19, 4). During these phases, the profile shape is
especially complicated. In addition, very broad and shal-
low emission wings are observed in the strongest Hel lines
(Fig. 8).

The most obvious form of variability are variations of
the radial velocity of the central absorption (cf. Figs. 20
and 15). The timescale of these variations is of the or-
der of about two months. Apart from that, there are oc-
casionally much faster variations, down to timescales of
only a few days. An example of fast variability can be
seen in Fig. 19, where a fast blue-shifted component ap-
pears within a few days. A long-term trend is also visi-
ble (Fig. 15). The central absorption component, which
is near the systemic velocity, moves towards the red and
is significantly red-shifted at the end of the time series.
The velocity is close to the system velocity around visual
maximum. If this absorption component is of photospheric
origin, the red-shift has to be interpreted as a shrinking
photosphere. In principle this behaviour is very similar
to what is expected from a simple model for S Dor cy-
cles: The radius increases before maximum and decreases
after maximum. The expected velocities are a only few
kms~!, however. The observed velocities are significantly
larger than that. However, the observation of red-shifted
lines originating close to the star clearly indicates that
the continuum forms in a photosphere which is not al-
ways expanding but is more or less static with superim-
posed short-term oscillations and a long-term trend which
is possibly related to the S Dor cycle.

The radial-variations with a time scale of about two
months are particularly interesting, because they appear
to be quite regular. They look pulsation-like but could also
be due to other processes such as e.g. rotation. A similar
time scale seems not to be present in the light variations.
AG Car does show micro-variations, but the period is of
the order of 10-14 days only (van Genderen et al. 1988,
1990), with no strong dependence on the brightness level.
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It should be noted, however, that the maximum phase of
AG Car has not been sufficiently well observed to exclude
a similar photometric period of about two months. Similar
periods have been seen in other LBVs during maximum
and called the “100 d type variations” by van Genderen
(2001). The characteristics of the spectroscopic variations,
including the appearance of blue and red emission and
the occasional sudden appearance of fast blue-shifted ab-
sorption components are reminiscent of the He line vari-
ability seen in normal BA-type supergiants (Kaufer et al.
1996a, 1996b). For the latter aspect cf. Fig. 19 with Fig. 2
of Kaufer et al. (1996a). As in the BA-type supergiants,
the timescale does not allow to distinguish between ro-
tation and pulsation. The characteristics are more easily
explained by a rotating and flattened envelope, however.

6. Discussion and conclusion

While the basic variability during the S Dor cycle seems
qualitatively understood, a number of spectroscopic ob-
servations is not fully understood.

The appearance of multiple discrete absorption com-
ponents in LBVs is spectacular. Although discrete absorp-
tion components, and more generally wind structures, are
commonly observed in normal hot stars (e.g. Fullerton
et al. 1997; Prinja et al. 2001), the effect is much more
pronounced in AG Car. The time scales are also much
longer than for normal hot stars. While in normal hot
stars the time scales are days to weeks, they can reach
several years in AG Car. The time scales seem to be of
the order of the length of the S Dor cycle, rather than of
the order of the kinematic timescale of the wind or the
rotational timescale. Therefore it seems plausible that a
completely different mechanism is involved in LBVs.

In AG Car, the line splitting is especially common dur-
ing the beginning of the rise to visual maximum. A similar
behaviour was observed in the LBV R 127 of the LMC
(Stahl et al. 1983). This line-splitting has been explained
by multiple discrete expanding shells. However, this ex-
planation is difficult to sustain. The structures are very
long-lived and it appears that the splitting is due to miss-
ing absorption at intermediate velocities, and not extra
absorption due to shells. Possibly some of the features just
reflect the changing stellar wind velocity of the underlying
star. In a phase of decreasing stellar wind velocity, a de-
tached shell, which still shows the higher wind velocity of
the pre-maximum wind, could form. Other line-splitting
events could be due to ionization structures.

In contrast to the general appearance of the spectrum,
the quantitative wind properties do not follow the light
curve very closely. Assuming an increase of the stellar ra-
dius of a factor of 10 during maximum, we expect the
escape velocity to decrease by a factor of 3.3. For nor-
mal stellar winds of hot stars, ve /Vesc is expected to de-
crease with decreasing temperature (Lamers et al. 1995),
so that the decrease in stellar wind velocity around maxi-
mum is expected to be even larger than that. The observed
decrease of the velocity of the stellar wind is smaller than

AG Car

Hel 5876

MJD

-200 0
velocity [km/s]

Fig. 20. Dynamical spectrum of AG Car in the He1A5876 line
obtained from 1994 to 1997. The data cover the maximum
phase and the slow decrease after the maximum.



68 O. Stahl et al.: Spectroscopic monitoring of the LBV AG Car

expected, but due to the unknown effect of turbulent
broadening on the line profiles and other uncertainties,
we cannot exclude that the terminal velocity of the stellar
wind changes in accordance with the expectation of the
theory of radiation-driven winds.

The equivalent width of Ha increases with visual
brightness. Most of the increase seems to occur at tem-
peratures Teg < 15000 K. However, the equivalent width
peaks long after the maximum light. This means that at
the same brightness level after maximum, the line flux is
up to five times larger than at the same brightness before
maximum. If radius and effective temperature are a func-
tion of the brightness only, this implies that the emission-
line flux is not only a function of radius and tempera-
ture, which is expected for a radiation-driven stellar wind.
According to our modeling, the derived mass-loss rates are
approximately proportional to the emission-line flux. An
increase of the mass-loss rate by about a factor 5 during
the S Dor cycle is therefore indicated by our modeling. A
possible explanation would be a higher luminosity during
the decrease from maximum due to the release of gravita-
tional energy (Lamers 1995). The expected effect is much
smaller than what we observe, however.

The inferred increase in mass-loss rate may partly
be an artefact of our modeling, which assumes a sta-
tionary stellar wind. In reality, the wind expansion time
scale is not small compared to the time scale for changes
at the base of the stellar wind, at least for the shallow
stellar-wind velocity laws which we derive. This means
that mass can accumulate around the star during phases
of small stellar wind velocities. This accumulated mat-
ter contributes to the Ha emission and could increase the
inferred mass-loss rates, even without any change in mass-
loss. The observed delay of the line-flux maximum with re-
spect to the light curve could be due to this accumulation
of matter around the star. Because of the uncertainties in
the wind velocity law, the stellar wind time scale is very
uncertain, however.

The mass-loss rate also seems to increase slightly at
the beginning of the cycle, but returns to its minimum
phase value afterwards. We therefore have no evidence for
a strong increase in mass-loss rate in the early phase of
the cycle. This argues against models which link origin of
the S Dor cycle to changes in mass-loss rate (e.g. Davidson
1987).

The inverse P Cygni profiles and the double-peak pro-
files observed in the the Her lines of AG Car are reminis-
cent of the v/r-variations observed in classical Be stars.
The timescale of the variations is longer than in Be stars,
but this may be due to the larger stellar radius and there-
fore longer rotational time scale. Inverse P Cyg profiles
have been observed a few times before in LBVs (Wolf &
Stahl 1990). However, AG Car is the first case where we
also observe double-peak profiles, and where the emission
lines are clearly red- and blue-shifted. The observation of
red-shifted absorption lines after maximum indicates that
the continuum-forming layers are not strongly expanding
but at least at some phase are even shrinking. It is in fact

not clear if we see an expanding photosphere at all. It ap-
pears that the photosphere is more or less static with some
superimposed oscillations. It is therefore unlikely that an
optically thick stellar wind causes the radius increase dur-
ing S Dor cycles.
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