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Abstract. The relationship between the solar polar magnetic field reversal and coronal hole evolution is investigated for the
time interval from 1996 to 2001. The distribution of coronal holes shows some evolutionary changes in relation to the polarity
reversals, and these changes appear to be coordinated with changes in the global magnetic field structure, suggesting that
the polar reversal originates from global processes. There are periods when the character of the coronal hole distribution on
the solar disk changes significantly, indicating that the magnetic field structure changes. These can be interpreted as periods
of rearrangement of the multipole magnetic field structure. It is found that the evolution of the geometric structure of the
photospheric magnetic field during these periods is not characterized by a continuous transition from one dominant structure
to another, but by relatively sudden rearrangement of the dominant geometrical structure of the magnetic field. These coronal
holes and photospheric magnetic field rearrangements coincide with the polar photospheric magnetic field strength variations.
The minimum phase of the solar cycle is dominated by the dipole component of the global solar magnetic field. The zonal
magnetic field structure and zonal non-polar coronal hole distribution existed at that time. The sectorial magnetic field structure
appears when the polar field strength reaches 0.7 of its maximum value in the corresponding hemisphere. This structure was
established at different times in each hemisphere. In the north hemisphere it has existed since November 1998 and in the south
hemisphere it has existed since October 1997. The rearrangement from one configuration to another occurs during a short time
period, about 1 ÷ 2 solar rotations. The coronal hole number and area evolution indicates a redistribution of positive-polarity
and negative-polarity photospheric magnetic fields inside these longitudinal sectors, which reflects the solar polar field reversal.
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1. Introduction

The reversal of the polar magnetic field of the Sun requires that
each polar magnetic field must be replaced by one of opposite
polarity. The standard model for the changing solar cycle mag-
netic field (Leighton 1964; DeVore & Sheeley 1987; Sheeley
et al. 1987) supposes that the large-scale fields are by-products
of active regions and that they are formed by differential rota-
tion, meridional flows, and supergranule motions. These fields
drift polewards and change the sign of the polar magnetic field.
This process is described by the surface flux transport model.
This model faces some difficulties. The weakness of the po-
lar magnetic fields and their proximity to the solar limb make
direct field measurements difficult. An alternative method of
studying the polar magnetic field evolution is afforded by an-
alyzing filaments, polar faculaes and coronal holes. Properties
of a latitude zonal component of the large-scale solar magnetic
field were analyzed on the basis of Hα charts (Makarov et al.
1989). In the article by Makarov & Tlatov (2000) it was shown
that the large-scale magnetic field is not a product of active re-
gion disintegration.

The latitudinal distribution and poleward migration of
prominences reflects the clear relation to the polar field
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reversal (Makarov et al. 1983a, 1983b). Bumba et al. (1995)
studied mutual relations between the evolution of coronal
holes, active regions and development of the large-scale dis-
tribution of solar magnetic fields during 1991–1992.

As coronal holes are mainly found on unipolar magnetic
fields with one predominant polarity (Harvey et al. 1982;
Timothy et al. 1975; Varsic et al. 1999), they can be used
as good tracers for the analysis of the evolution of photo-
spheric magnetic field distribution. Coronal holes first were ob-
served by Waldmeier as regions with depressed emission in the
λ = 5303 Å line. He also investigated cyclic variations of the
polar coronal holes and their association with polar faculaes
and filaments (Waldmeier 1981) for four cycles (1940–1978).
Kulĕár & Sýkora (1994) analyzed long-term and large-scale
regularities in latitudinal and longitudinal distribution of coro-
nal holes, situated within ±60◦ heliographic latitude, and that
of the green corona low brightness regions for each Carrington
rotation for the period of 1970–1991. Coronal holes were di-
vided into equatorial coronal holes and polar coronal holes ac-
cording to their location on the solar disk (Sanchez-Ibarra &
Barraza-Paredes 1992). It was found that the long-lived equa-
torial coronal holes have approximately the same differential
rotation as sunspots, and long-lived polar coronal holes show
a rigid rotation (Ikhsanov & Ivanov 1999). They drew a con-
clusion about the existence of two types of large-scale solar
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magnetic fields. Webb et al. (1984) examined the evolution of
the polar magnetic field around sunspot maximum and coronal
hole redevelopment around the poles for solar cycles 21 and 22
using synoptic charts. They found that the process of polarity
reversal and redevelopment of polar holes is discontinuous, oc-
curring in 2 or 3 longitude bands and there is a persistent asym-
metry in these processes between the two hemispheres; the po-
larity reversal in the two hemispheres is offset by 6 months to
1.5 yr. Fox et al. (1998), analyzing the reversal of the solar
polar magnetic field in cycles 21 and 22, have suggested that
the polar reversal originates from global processes rather than
from local magnetic flux annihilation. Coronal holes are associ-
ated with open magnetic field regions. The structure and cyclic
variation of the photospheric open magnetic field regions were
analyzed by Obridko & Shelting (1999) and by Levine (1982).

The aim of this work is to analyze the changes of the spa-
tial and temporal distributions of coronal holes on the solar disk
during 1996–2001, their relation to the solar polar field rever-
sal, and evolution of the solar magnetic field around sunspot
maximum, when the polar fields change polarity and coronal
holes of a new polarity redevelop around the poles, using the
daily data and spherical harmonic analysis. In this study, the
polar magnetic field strength variations are studied in relation
to coronal holes and associated magnetic field evolutionary
changes. The asymmetry of the north pole and the south pole
polarity reversal is discussed. An understanding of the physi-
cal processes that control the reversal of the polar fields should
provide some insight into the nature of the solar activity.

2. Analysis and results

Other than magnetogram studies, the evolution of the unipo-
lar photospheric magnetic fields can be studied by analyzing
the coronal hole distribution. Coronal holes are used to trace
the poleward motion of the unipolar photospheric magnetic
fields and the redevelopment of the new-polarity polar holes.
The daily full-disk magnetograms and coronal hole maps in
the λ = 10 830 Å line of the Kitt Peak NSO were used.

The boundaries of the λ = 10 830 Å coronal holes are less
distinct than those shown in X-ray images, and the boundary
of a particular coronal hole varies significantly every day. The
number of non-polar coronal holes increases during the rising
phase of the solar cycle (Belenko 2001). Locations of individ-
ual coronal holes change significantly on the solar disk every
day. Coronal hole coordinates were calculated for each coronal
hole once per rotation to analyze these changes. Several coronal
holes may be observed during a rotation. The sign of the corre-
sponding photospheric magnetic field was taken into account.
Coordinates of east, north, west, and south points for each non-
polar coronal hole and the largest polar coronal hole projections
were calculated to evaluate their locations on the solar disk and
their area. The center coordinates were then calculated for each
coronal hole. The standard procedure was applied to transform
these coordinates from the two-dimensional x − y coordinate
system of the projected solar disk image to a Carrington helio-
centric spherical coordinate system. The constants necessary
for this transformation are the size of the observed solar disk
and the solar ephemeris data on the day of observation. Figure 1

shows the distribution of non-polar coronal hole center lati-
tudes and the largest polar coronal hole projections from 1996
to 2001. Diamonds represent the centers of non-polar coronal
holes associated with the negative-polarity photospheric mag-
netic fields and asterisks those associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields. Vertical lines represent
maximum north-south extents of non-polar coronal holes and
of the polar coronal hole projections. Figure 1a shows the
total distribution of non-polar coronal holes and the polar coro-
nal hole projections. Figure 1b shows the distribution of non-
polar coronal holes and the polar coronal hole projections asso-
ciated with the positive-polarity photospheric magnetic fields.
Figure 1c shows the distribution of non-polar coronal holes and
the polar coronal hole projections associated with the negative-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields. Figure 2 shows the same
distributions for each year. Figure 3 shows some combined im-
ages of magnetograms and coronal hole maps as an example of
the coronal hole redistribution, which reflects the redistribution
of photospheric magnetic fields related to the solar polarity re-
versal. The left column shows the coronal holes associated with
the negative-polarity photospheric magnetic fields. The right
column shows the coronal holes associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields. From Figs. 1 and 2 we
find that there are three different periods of the coronal hole
distribution on the solar disk during 1996–2001. The first pe-
riod lasted from the beginning of 1996 to the middle of 1997.
Non-polar coronal holes were located at low latitudes during
that time interval. Coronal holes associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields were, in general, located
in the north hemisphere and those associated with the negative-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields were, in general, located
in the south hemisphere. The calculated center location lati-
tudes of the long-lived and newly created non-polar coronal
holes associated with positive-polarity photospheric magnetic
fields show a drift toward the south hemisphere during this pe-
riod (Fig. 1b). New coronal holes were created at southern lat-
itudes. The coronal holes associated with the negative-polarity
photospheric magnetic fields were, in general, located in the
south hemisphere. New ones were created at higher northern
latitudes (Fig. 1c). The drift of center location latitudes reflects
the photospheric magnetic field redistribution.

The second period lasted until the end of 1998. Polar coro-
nal holes were observed both in the north and the south. During
that time the so-called hemisphere polarity rule (the polar-
ity of the coronal-hole-associated photospheric magnetic fields
match the polarity of the polar field in that hemisphere (Bohlin
& Sheeley 1997) held for the majority of coronal holes. This
rule was violated increasingly by small coronal holes of oppo-
site polarity (Figs. 1, 2). There are small coronal holes asso-
ciated with the negative-polarity photospheric magnetic fields
in the north hemisphere, and ones associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields in the south hemisphere.
Projections of the polar coronal holes arranged often in the di-
rection of holes of the same polarity at low latitudes or those
located in the other hemisphere. Non-polar coronal holes were,
in general, located at the active region latitudes. Such a coronal
hole distribution reflects a zonal solar magnetic field structure
existing at that time.
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Fig. 1. Distributions of coronal hole center locations and polar coronal hole projections on the solar disk from 1996 to 2001. Diamonds represent
the centers of non-polar coronal holes associated with the negative-polarity photospheric magnetic fields and asterisks, those associated with
the positive-polarity photospheric magnetic fields. Vertical lines represent the maximum north-south extent of non-polar coronal holes and that
of the polar coronal hole projections.

During the third period, the number and area of coro-
nal holes associated with negative-polarity photospheric mag-
netic fields increased in the north hemisphere and the area
and number of coronal holes associated with the negative-
polarity photospheric magnetic field located in the south hemi-
sphere decreased. Center latitudes of coronal holes were lo-
cated at higher latitudes in the north hemisphere nearer to

the north pole, the pole of opposite polarity. North pole
positive-polarity coronal holes disappeared at the beginning
of 2000, about the time of sunspot maximum. Coronal holes
associated with the negative-polarity photospheric magnetic
fields reached their maximum latitudes at the beginning of
2001 and the new-polarity north polar coronal hole was cre-
ated at that time. The analogous process took place for
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Fig. 2. Same as Fig. 1 but for each year. The years are indicated on the top. See Fig. 1 for explanation of the symbols.

the coronal holes associated with the positive-polarity pho-
tospheric magnetic field, but the time of the new positive-

polarity, the south pole coronal hole creation was shifted
approximately by 1 year (Fig. 3). Since October 1997,
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Fig. 3. Examples of the redistribution of coronal holes associated with the negative-polarity photospheric magnetic fields (left column), and
that of coronal holes associated with the positive-polarity photospheric magnetic fields (right column) and the polar coronal hole sign changes
during 1998–2002.

coronal holes associated with negative-polarity and positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields began to alternate in
approximately 13 day intervals in the south hemisphere

(Fig. 2, 1997). In the north hemisphere such an al-
ternating mode has been seen since November 1998
(Fig. 2, 1998). A regular alternation of unipolar coronal hole
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Fig. 4. The yearly average coronal hole number n (left column) and the approximate areas S (right column) for coronal holes corresponding to
positive (thick line) and negative (thin line) photospheric magnetic fields for every year in one degree latitudinal intervals. Years are indicated
on the top of each graphic.

longitudes of opposite polarity, covering the whole solar disk,
has been seen since the end of 1998 (Fig. 2). The alternat-
ing mode means that one side of the Sun is covered by the
non-polar coronal holes associated with the positive-polarity
photospheric magnetic fields and the other is covered by the
non-polar coronal holes associated with the negative-polarity
photospheric magnetic fields. This mode reflects the sectorial
photospheric magnetic field structure that existed since the end
of 1998.

The transfer to this mode took a short period of time,
about 1 ÷ 2 solar rotations. Coronal holes of the same po-
larity are often connected by enhanced unipolar photospheric
magnetic field regions in both hemispheres (Fig. 3, 02/24/01).
The alternating regime reflects a sector magnetic field structure.
Redistribution of positive-polarity and negative-polarity coro-
nal holes took place inside these unipolar sectors (Figs. 2, 3).
Coronal hole evolution indicates redistribution of positive and
negative polarity photospheric magnetic fields inside these
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longitudinal sectors. Inside these sectors the redistribution of
latitudinal locations and areas of positive coronal holes inside
the positive sectors and of negative coronal holes inside the
negative sectors took place. New positive coronal holes inside
the positive sectors appeared at higher latitudes and long-lived
coronal holes moved to the pole of opposite polarity.

The shape of coronal holes was deformed due to the dif-
ferential rotation and in high latitudes the near-polar part of
the negative-polarity sector coronal hole extended and encir-
cled the north pole (Fig. 3 left column). They surrounded the
pole and created a new polarity polar coronal hole. Even af-
ter the northern magnetic pole polarity change, the negative-
polarity coronal holes continue to exist in these sectors both in
the north and in the south hemispheres (Fig. 3).

The new north polar coronal hole has been observed since
February 2001. The north polar region did not become com-
pletely encircled by a negative-polarity hole until about April
2001. The new north polar coronal hole is asymmetric with
large projections. This new-polarity coronal hole covers the
north pole over a wide range of longitudes. Since August 2001
the new polar coronal hole has covered all the solar north pole
and became more symmetric. In the south hemisphere the po-
lar reversal took place at the beginning of 2002, approximately
11 months after the north polar field reversal. The subsequent
evolution of the coronal holes associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic field in the positive sectors is
shown in Fig. 3, right side. A long-term reversal to new-cycle
polarity (negative in the north, positive in the south) occurred
above latitudes 60◦ around February 2001 in the north and
about 11 months later in the south. The new polarity coronal
hole has been existed on the south pole since May 2002.

One of the characteristics of the coronal hole evolution was
the area increase and poleward growth of particular non-polar
holes of new-cycle polarity, to eventually cover the poles. Areas
of coronal holes associated with negative-polarity photospheric
magnetic fields increased in the northern hemisphere and those
of the positive-polarity in the south in the unipolar coronal hole
sectors existing at that time. Areas were calculated for every
coronal hole in millionths of the solar hemisphere. Figure 4
shows the yearly average coronal hole numbers n (left column)
and their approximate areas S (right column) for coronal holes
corresponding to positive (thick line) and negative (thin line)
photospheric magnetic fields for every year in one degree lati-
tude intervals. Figure 4 shows that the coronal hole number and
area distributions follow the solar polar field reversal.

In 1996, at the solar cycle minimum, coronal holes concen-
trated in the equator region and their areas were of maximum
size at the equator. Coronal holes associated with the positive
photospheric magnetic fields were located and their area were
maximum at −30◦÷40◦, and coronal holes associated with neg-
ative photospheric magnetic fields were located and their areas
were of maximum size in the region of −40◦ ÷ 3◦ of latitudes.
In 1997–1998 the number and areas of positive-polarity coro-
nal holes were maximal in the north hemisphere and the num-
ber and areas of negative-polarity coronal holes were maximal
in the south hemisphere. In 1999 the negative-polarity coro-
nal holes were located at −55◦ ÷ 65◦ of latitude and positive-
polarity at −60◦ ÷ 35◦. The maximum of the positive-polarity

Fig. 5. The variation of the northern (N) and southern (S) photospheric
magnetic polar field strength for 1996–2001 (heavy lines). These data
are from the Wilcox Solar Observatory. The thin solid line is a fourth
degree polynomial fit.

coronal hole area was at 35◦ in the south hemisphere and about
15◦ in the north hemisphere. The maximum of the negative-
polarity coronal hole area was at −30◦ in the south hemi-
sphere and about 25◦ in the north hemisphere. In 2000 positive-
polarity coronal holes were located at −65◦ ÷ 35◦ and their
maximum areas were in the south hemisphere and the negative-
polarity coronal holes were located at −55◦ ÷ 70◦. Their maxi-
mum areas were in the north hemisphere at about 15◦. In 2001
the positive-polarity coronal holes were located at −70◦ ÷ 45◦,
their maximum areas were at −70◦ ÷ −30◦; negative-polarity
coronal holes were located at −55◦ ÷ 70◦, the maximum areas
were at 35◦ ÷ 70◦.

Although the polar magnetic fields are weak compared to
the fields of active regions, their strength variation suggests that
they are an important component of the solar activity cycle. The
polar field is nearly radial. The polar fields are strongest and
polar coronal holes are of maximum area at solar minimum.
Near sunspot maximum the polar field weakens and reverses
polarity (Babcock 1959; Svalgaard 1978). The time of the
maximum polar coronal hole area is half a cycle in antiphase
with the peak of the sunspot number (Bravo & Steward 1997;
Sanchez-Ibarra 1990). Figure 5 shows the variation of the po-
lar photospheric magnetic field strength for both the north pole
and the south pole for the time period 1996–2001 (Wilcox Solar
Observatory). The first period of the coronal hole distribution
coincides with the maximum value of the polar field strength.
The magnetic field strength reaches its minimum value in the
south polar cap earlier than in the north one (Fig. 5).The secto-
rial structure appears when the polar field strength reaches 0.7,
its maximum value in the corresponding hemisphere.

Thus the coronal hole evolution reflects the evolution of
photospheric magnetic fields. It is interesting to analyze the
change in the magnetic fields. As was mentioned before, coro-
nal holes are associated with unipolar magnetic regions. In or-
der to determine the geometric structure of the global solar
magnetic field, a spherical harmonic analysis technique was
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developed by Altschuler & Newkirk (1969) and Altschuler
et al. (1975). This technique finds the harmonic coefficients
that give the best least-mean-square fit to the measured line-of-
sight component of the photospheric magnetic field as a bound-
ary condition. The assumption of a current-free magnetic field
configuration is used. The smaller details are represented by the
harmonics of higher order. The harmonic coefficients for 1904–
1984 Carrington rotations (1996–2001 years) from the Wilcox
Solar Observatory were used.

The solar magnetic field may be described as a function
of latitude and longitude coordinates (r, θ, φ) (Altschuler &
Newkirk 1969; Chapman & Bartels 1940)

ψ(r, θ, φ) = R
N∑

n=1

n∑
m=0

(R
r

)n+1

(gm
n cos mφ

+ hm
n sin mφ) Pm

n (θ), (1)

where Pm
n (θ) are the associated Legendre Polynomials, N is the

largest number of harmonics. Index n determines the multipole
moment of the harmonic; n = 0 is a monopole, n = 1 is a
dipole, n = 2 is a quadrupole, n = 3 is an octopole, and n = N is
a “2N-pole”. The coefficients gm

n and hm
n must be determined

from the measurements of the line-of-sight component of the
magnetic field at the boundary surface r = R. The magnetic
field components are the gradients of the solar potential ψ. The
formula represents the solar magnetic field as the sum of sim-
ple functions. Each harmonic, identified by its indices (n, m),
represents the contribution of a particular geometric structure
to the overall solar field distribution. The smaller details of
the magnetic field are described by the higher harmonics, with
greater numbers of n and m.

The pure latitudinal structure of the solar magnetic fields
is described by harmonics with index m = 0. These functions
are called zonal spherical harmonics. Functions become zero in
m parallels and divide the solar surface into zones where they
have positive and negative values. They describe the rotation-
axis symmetrical components of the solar magnetic field. When
n is odd, the symmetry is about the equatorial zone. If n is even
then the symmetry is relative to the equator plane. There are
n − m + 1 zones.

When n = m the functions are called sectorial; that is, there
are no zeros along a meridian of longitude. The regions of
constant sign are sectors of the sphere. They have alternately
positive and negative values in the sector structures limited by
meridians. When n − m , 0, the harmonics are called tesseral.
They have alternately positive and negative values in spheri-
cal quadrangles or in spherical triangles in the polar regions.
We assume that there is no monopole component for the solar
magnetic field.

The multipole power spectrum gives the relative energy
contribution of each multipole moment of the field. The largest
value of S m

n determines the single dominant harmonic in a
set of coefficients. Various power spectra can be calculated
(Altschuler et al. 1977; Levine 1977). The harmonic spectrum
is defined as

S n =

n∑
m=0

[
(gm

n )2 + (hm
n )2
]
. (2)

Fig. 6. Multipole power spectra of the solar photospheric magnetic
field for CR 1904–1982 (1996–2001 years). a) The heavy line is the
sum of zonal harmonic spectra. The thin lines are the zonal harmonic
spectra for odd n (n = 1, 3, ..., 9). b) The zonal harmonic spectra for
even n (n = 2, 4, ..., 8). c) The heavy line is the sum of the sectorial
harmonic spectra. The thin lines are the sectorial harmonic spectra for
different n = m. d) The heavy line is the dipole component (n = 1) and
the thin line is the sum of multipoles of the harmonic spectra. e) Ratio
of the sectorial harmonic spectra sum to the zonal harmonic spectra
sum. f) The polar angle of the dipole component.
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The polar angle, θ, of the dipole component of the photospheric
magnetic field is defined as

tan θ =
(
g0

1

)−1
[(
g1

1

)2
+
(
h1

1

)2]1/2
. (3)

Figure 6 shows the multipole power spectra S m
n of the solar

photospheric magnetic field for CR 1904–1982 (1996–2001).
The sum of zonal harmonic spectra (m = 0) is shown in
Fig. 6a (heavy line). The zonal harmonic spectra for odd n,
n = 1, 3, ... 9, are shown by thin lines in Fig. 6a and those
for even n (n = 2, 4, ..., 8) are shown in Fig. 6b. The sum
of the sector harmonic spectrum (n = m) is shown in Fig. 6c
(heavy line). Thin lines show sector harmonic spectra for dif-
ferent n = m (n = 1, 2, ..., 9). Figure 6d shows the dipole
component (n = 1) of the harmonic spectrum (heavy line) and
the harmonic spectrum for the sum of multipole components
(n = 2, 3, ..., 9) (thin line). The ratio of the sum of sectorial
harmonics to the sum of zonal harmonics is shown in Fig. 6e.
The polar angle of a dipole component of the photospheric
magnetic field is shown in Fig. 6f. The Sun’s magnetic field
structure is complex and dynamic. Each of these power spectra
represent the decomposition of the same total field into differ-
ent types of geometric patterns. There are periods when the
geometrical structure changes significantly. These can be in-
terpreted as periods of relatively sudden rearrangements of the
multipole structure. The first period of the coronal hole distri-
bution is dominated by the zonal geometry (Figs. 1, 6a, 6e). The
dipole component of the magnetic field has its maximum value
(Fig. 6d). The polar field strength is maximum (Fig. 5). The
polar angle is equal to the minimum value. Point 1 (Fig. 6d)
indicates the beginning of the second period of coronal hole
distribution on the solar disk. This moment coincides with the
moment when the sum of multipole components of magnetic
fields begins to increase and the dipole component begins to
decrease. The sectorial structure is established on the whole
solar disk from the end of 1998 (point 2 in Fig. 6d). The sum of
the sectorial harmonics dominate from that time on (Fig. 6e).
The third period of the coronal hole distribution began at the
end of 1998 (point 2 in Fig. 6d). The sectorial harmonics began
to dominate (Fig. 6e). Point 3 (Fig. 6d) corresponds to the mo-
ment when the northern and southern photospheric magnetic
polar field strengthes are equal. At that time the dipole compo-
nent reached its minimum value, the sum multipole component
was maximum (Fig. 6d), zonal harmonic spectra for n = 1, 3, 5
had their minimum values (Fig. 6a), zonal harmonic spectra for
even n (Fig. 6b) and sector harmonic spectra (Fig. 6c) reached
their maxima. The polar angle of the dipole component of the
photospheric magnetic field increased to ≈90◦ (Fig. 6e). At the
beginning of 2000 it changed the sign and began to decrease.
These rearrangements in the multipole geometry of the mag-
netic field coincide with the changes of the solar polar mag-
netic field strength and the coronal hole distribution transfer
from the zonal structure to the sectorial structure. The mo-
ment of the new-polarity north polar coronal hole creation co-
incides with point 4, Fig. 6d. The polar angle had its minimum
value (Fig. 6f) and the input of zonal and sectorial components
were equal (Figs. 6c,e). The coronal hole evolution described
above, and its relationship to the photospheric magnetic field

evolution and reversal of the polar magnetic fields suggest that
they may have a more direct connection with solar cyclic pro-
cesses. It would appear that the large-scale magnetic fields in
the polar regions, which dominate the poloidal component of
the large-scale solar magnetic field, are not solely the product
of decaying active regions.

3. Conclusions

1. It seems that the coronal holes were not distributed ran-
domly during 1996–2001. There are three different periods
of non-polar coronal hole distribution on the solar disk.
During the solar minimum they are located in the equa-
tor region and coronal holes associated with the positive-
polarity photospheric magnetic field drift toward the south
pole and coronal holes associated with the negative-polarity
photospheric magnetic fields drift toward the north pole.
The first period of coronal hole distribution coincides with
the maximum value of the polar field strength. The dipole
component of the global solar magnetic field dominated
at that time. During the second period the polarity of
the coronal-hole-associated photospheric magnetic fields
matched the polarity of the polar field in that hemisphere
in general. During the third period, longitudes covered
by non-polar coronal holes of the opposite polarity alter-
nated. The alternating regime reflects a sectorial global
magnetic field structure. This structure was established in
both hemispheres at different times. In the north hemi-
sphere it has been present since November 1998 and in the
south hemisphere since October 1997. The sectorial struc-
ture appears when the polar field strength reaches 0.7 its
maximum value in the corresponding hemisphere. The re-
arrangements from one configuration to another occur over
a short time period of about 1÷ 2 solar rotations. The mag-
netic field strength reaches its minimum value in the south
polar cap earlier than in the north one.

2. Polar and non-polar coronal holes are connected in their
evolution. Projections from the polar coronal holes are of-
ten directed to the non-polar coronal holes associated with
the photospheric magnetic fields of the same polarity at low
latitudes. Sometimes parts of polar coronal holes separate
and form independent coronal holes or non-polar coronal
holes unite with the polar coronal hole. The dynamics of
polar and non-polar coronal holes lead to the conclusion
that they have a common nature.

3. The process of polarity reversal accompanying the rede-
velopment of the polar holes is not a smooth process that
sweeps the trailing flux from the emerging flux belts to
the pole. Instead it is discontinuous, occurring in unipolar
longitude sectors. Coronal hole number and area evolution
indicates redistribution of positive-polarity and negative-
polarity photospheric magnetic fields inside these longi-
tudinal sectors. This reflects the process of change of
dominant polarity. Near sunspot maximum the polar field
weakens and reverses polarity. In cycle 23 the polar polar-
ity reversal and polar hole redevelopment occurred first in
the north. There is an asymmetry in the polar polarity rever-
sal between the two hemispheres; the polarity reversal in
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the two hemispheres is offset by approximately 11 months.
In the northern hemisphere the new negative-polarity po-
lar coronal hole was created at the beginning of 2001 and
in the southern hemisphere the new positive-polarity polar
coronal hole was created at the beginning of 2002.

4. Evolution of the solar magnetic field goes from a dominant
dipole field, almost parallel to the solar rotation axis, to a
highly inclined dipole and higher-order multipole. Coronal
holes are a manifestation of this structure evolution. The
phases of coronal holes and solar magnetic field evolution
and solar polar field reversal that are described in the paper
indicate that the evolution of the coronal holes is part of
a general evolutionary process that is related to the Sun’s
global magnetic field.
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